
A fine December, a month to remember . . . 

 

The basic picture, traffic was generally up from last December, which was up from December 2012.  No 

rockets, but going steadily in the right direction.  There were a few notable traffic loss exceptions . . . Rte 2 

(a surprise), the Northern Routes (not a surprise). 

 

The traffic data from the website and the inescapable graphs are attached.  Death, taxes and graphs! 

 

From Graph 1, the majors passenger traffic was pulled down by the Rte 2 traffic.  The two Northern 

Routes were both well into negative territory this month.  It’s noteworthy that the higher dollar value 

vehicle traffic was stronger than the passenger traffic. 

 

Graph 2 reflects the year-to-date traffic compared to FY2014.  The Majors, slightly ahead.  The Minors, 

significant losses reflecting earlier-in-the-year traffic.  The Northern Routes, continuing a year long loss of 

traffic, especially on Rte 11, which has consistently come in below FY2014 levels.  Traffic on the Minor and 

Northern routes is suffering the effects of a decade of steep fare increases and the service cuts of this 

year.  The majors, on the other hand, have seen fare increases about half the level of those on the other 

routes and have experienced imperceptible service reductions. 

 

Graph 3 reflects the modest traffic growth this December and last December, following the sharper 

declines in December 2011 and 2012.  The gains of this year and last are still considerably less than the 

decline of December 11. 

 

The 13-month look in Graph 4 shows the swings over the past year.  The apparent traffic losses in Feb and 

Mar suggest an interesting two months coming. 

 

Graphs 5 and 6 provide the long look, anchoring the graphic depiction of traffic patterns. 

 

Forecast:  Majors likely to close the year about half a percent higher than last year; Minors about one and 

a half percent under last year.  North, somewhere in excess of 7% below last year’s level.  Overall, slightly 

below last year’s level, close to BCF forecast in the PT4 submission (see graph 2). 

 

Worth bearing in mind that tourism generally up in the Vancouver and Victoria areas this year, leading 

one to expect ferry traffic to follow. 

 

It was a good news month. 

 

Brian Hollingshead 


